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PEACE  AND  VICTORY 


I.  Germany's  Position. 

An  American  journalist  who  has  lately  spent  nearly  a 
year  in  Germany  has  compared  that  country  to  a 
walnut,  whose  shell  is  still  hard  and  strong,  but  whose 
kernel  is  gradually  being  eaten  away  in  such  a  way 
that  eventually  the  canker  will  reach  the  shell,  and 
then  the  shell  will  crack  and  break  through  completely, 
if  sufficient  pressure  is  put  upon  it  from  the  outside. 
The  comparison  is  a  good  one  :  on  the  outside  the 
German  armies  still  present  a  strong  and  determined 
front  to  the  military  pressure  of  the  Allies.  On  the 
inside  rot  is  slowly  working  moral  and  material  havoc  ; 
foreign  trade  is  at  a  standstill,  national  credit  is  sink- 
ing lower  and  lower,  hunger  and  the  general  shortage 
of  supplies  are  making  the  masses  uncomfortable  and 
discontented.  But  it  is  very  unlikely  indeed — nay, 
practically  impossible — that  the  popular  discontent, 
which  our  blockade  and  the  prolongation  of  war  have 
caused,  will  do  more  than  weaken  this  hard  outer  shell. 
In  fact  it  is  only  a  complete  military  collapse,  brought 
about  by  the  Allied  armies,  that  can  begin  to  convince 
the  German  nation  that  they  have  been  on  the  wrong 
road  for  the  last  forty  years,  and  that  sooner  or  later 
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the  God  of  War  invariably  turns  to  trample  upon  even 
his  most  devoted  and  far-sighted  adherents. 

The  vital  point,  thus,  on  which  the  outcome  of  the 
war  depends  seems  to  be  the  question  of  German  man- 
power. If  another  three  or  four  million  German 
soldiers  were  to  drop  from  the  sky  we  might  well 
despair;  but  they  will  not.  On  the  contrary,  the  end 
of  the  German  reserves  is  in  sight,  and  the  Allied 
armies  can  see  overwhelming  victory  on  the  horizon. 

The  French  army  has  a  saying,  "Provided  only  the 
civilians  hold  out,"  meaning  that  the  soldiers  will  bring 
the  enemy  to  his  knees  if  only  the  civilian  population 
will  have  patience  and  firmly  support  them.  It  seems, 
then,  that  much  depends,  and  will  depend,  on  civilians, 
and  in  fact  that  nothing  except  weakness  or  stupidity 
among  us  non-combatants  in  the  Allied  countries  can 
save  Germany  from  the  retribution  that  is  hanging 
over  her. 


II,  The  Peace  Germany  will  Work  for. 

Most  Germans  are  now  beginning  to  realize  that,  in 
spite  of  many  years  of  preparation,  of  surprise  attacks, 
of  separate  peace  bribes,  of  Zeppelins  and  of  illegal 
savagery  of  every  description,  war  has  this  time  not 
been  a  success  for  them,  that  they  cannot  shake  the 
armies  of  the  Allies,  and  that  their  attempt  to  dominate 
Europe  has  for  the  time  being  failed.  And  it  seems 
practically  certain  that,  after  we  have  inflicted  a  few  more 
shrewd  blows,  they  will  try  very  hard  to  make  peace 
— a-better-luck-next-time  peace.  All  other  weapons 
having  failed,  a  fresh  engine  of  destruction — the  poison 
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gas  of  inconclusive  peace  talk— will  be  tried  against  us 
civilians.  This  variety  of  gas  is  not  a  new  invention ; 
Napoleon  used  to  employ  it  most  successfully  ;  a  great 
love  of  peace  and  pity  for  his  enemies  used  suddenly  to 
strike  him,  and  of  course  it  was  a  mere  coincidence  that 
this  used  to  happen  just  when  his  armies  abroad  or  his 
influence  at  home  required  recuperating.  The  Kaiser's 
heart  bled  for  the  murdered  women  and  children  of 
Louvain  ;  the  Crown  Prince's  heart  bled  for  the  poor 
French  at  Verdun.  These  generous,  if  somewhat  con- 
venient, German  hearts  may  at  a  given  signal  start  off 
bleeding  again  at  any  time  now.  Or  perhaps  the  wily 
War  Lords  will  consider  this  trick  a  little  too  obvious, 
and  the  so-called  Socialists  or  the  tired  Austrians  given 
a  further  hint  ;  either  would  make  an  excellent  stalkiner- 
horse. 

The  main  object  of  the  Germans  will  be  to  make 
peace  as  soon  and  as  cheaply  as  possible,  to  gain  a  few 
years'  respite  in  which  to  recover  their  strength,  re- 
organize Austria  and  Turkey,  sow  discord  among  the 
Allies,  and  then  perhaps,  having  isolated  the  British 
Empire  from  its  present  friends,  attack  it  again  under 
more  favourable  conditions.  We  British  think,  and 
the  German  Authorities  think  too,  that  if  once  their 
armies  were  utterly  smashed,  Germany  invaded  and 
Berlin  taken,  the  German  nation  might  perhaps  lose  its  old 
blind  confidence  in  its  present  leaders  and  in  the  course 
of  time  become  a  contented  and  peace-loving  people. 
This  would  be  absolutely  fatal  to  the  plans  which  the 
Kaiser  and  his  supporters  are  making  for  the  future. 
To  prevent  it,  to  retain  this  confidence  of  the  nation  in 
their  evil  system,  they  would  do  almost  anything,  and 
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that  is  why  we  hear  so  much  about  "saving  their  faces," 
and  "an  honourable  German  peace."  To  prevent  it 
they  will  probably  not  hesitate  to  make  very  consider- 
able concessions  for  the  time  being,  to  give  up  Belgium 
and  Serbia,  part  of  Poland,  of  Alsace-Lorraine,  of  the 
Austrian  Trentino,  of  Transylvania,  and  of  the  Turkish 
Empire — provided  always  they  can  retain  their  credit 
with  the  German  nation,  their  hold  over  Vienna  and 
Constantinople,  their  power  to  strike  again  in  a  few 
years'  time.  It  has  been  pointed  out  more  than  once 
that  Prussia's  plan  is  to  gain  complete  control  over 
Austria  and  Turkey  after  peace  has  been  restored,  so 
that  she  would  have  at  her  disposal  a  population,  not  of 
70  millions  as  in  1914,  but  of  more  than  130  millions, 
with  which  to  wage  a  fresh  war.  Constantinople  is  the 
key  to  this  plan;  and  it  is  hardly  too  much  to  say  that 
if,  when  peace  is  signed,  Constantinople  is  left  in  the 
hands  of  weak  or  bribable  Powers,  we  shall  have  to- 
fight  again. 

Berlin's  excuse  to  the  world  for  making  such  concessions 
would  be  Germany's  well-known  hatred  of  bloodshed  ! 
The  Boche  love  of  suffering  humanity  !  The  poison  gas 
of  inconclusive  peace  talk,  having  been  made  in  Germany, 
will,  when  the  wind  is  judged  favourable,  be  blown  in 
clouds  over  the  frontiers  of  Central  Europe;  Pro-Germans 
and  Pacifists  in  Russia  and  America,  in  Sweden,  in 
Switzerland,  and  elsewhere  will  be  deceived  by  its 
sweet  and  sickly  smell,  will  breathe  it  in  greedily,  and 
will  be  delighted  in  their  turn  to  hold  the  nozzle  of  the 
pipe  so  that  the  gas  may  be  pumped  well  into  England 
and  into  the  other  Allied  countries. 
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III.  Germany's  Friends  in  England. 

This  will  be  the  moment  for  the  shirkers,  the  peace 
cranks,  and  the  faint-hearted  to  put  in  a  plea  for  poor, 
well-meaning  Germany,  to  accuse  Britain  of  prolonging 
the  war  unnecessarily.  This  will  be  the  moment  for 
the  men  who  have  striven  miyht  and  main  to  weaken 
and  discourage  England  all  through  her  time  of  trouble 
to  raise  their  clamour,  to  help  spread  the  poison  gas  of 
German  peace  talk.  When  the  time  comes  Germany 
will  count  on  the  help  of  such  men  as  these  to  further 
her  designs. 

Never  has  Britain  wished  to  dominate  Europe.  For 
centuries  she  has  struggled  to  prevent  others  from 
doing  so  ;  for  more  than  twenty  years  with  hardly  a 
pause  she  fought  Napoleon,  not  because  she  enjoyed  it, 
not  because  she  desired  French  territory  or  French 
money,  but  to  save  herself — to  save  Europe  from  the 
nightmare  of  a  military  tyranny.  Napoleon  cared  not 
at  all  for  international  law,  for  the  rights  of  small 
nations  or  of  neutrals;  Holland,  Switzerland,  Italy, 
Spain,  and  Portugal  were  treated  just  as  Germany 
has  treated  Belgium,  Luxemburg,  and  Serbia.  And 
yet  nearly  all  through  this  long  struggle  there  was  in 
England  a  strong  peace-without-victory  party.  Fortu- 
nately for  Britain  and  for  the  world,  these  blind  men 
were  overborne  ;  Spain  was  regained,  France  invaded, 
Paris  occupied,  and  the  evil  spirit  of  aggressive 
militarism  driven  out  of  France.  The  British  Empire 
can  only  win  that  peace  and  rest  for  this  generation 
and  the  next  which  we  all  desire  by  dealing  until 
Prussia  in  the  same  vigorotts  and  uncompromising  fashion* 
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There  are  blind  men  in  England  to-day  also;  they 
remind  us  that  we  cannot  destroy  a  whole  nation. 
That  is  true,  we  do  not  want  to.  But  they  will  go 
further— they  will  assert  that  the  German  nation  is  not 
to  blame,  that  it  has  been  deluded  and  unwillingly  led 
forward  by  a  small  body  of  powerful  men.  They  will 
say  that  if  we  humiliate  Germany,  if  we  take  territory 
away  from  her,  we  shall  be  sowing  the  seeds  of  a  future 
war.  They  will  ask  us  to  put  away  all  thoughts  of 
revenge,  to  be  generous  to  a  half-beaten  enemy.  It  is 
not  difficult  to  show  how  false  are  these  arguments,  how 
out  of  touch  with  the  realities  of  the  world  we  live  in. 

A  nation  has  the  Government  it  deserves.  In  as 
far  as  it  is  ever  right  to  convict  a  whole  nation,  the 
German  nation  must  be  convicted  of  a  moral  relapse 
during  the  last  half-century,  must  be  convicted  of  and 
held  responsible  for  a  degree  of  jealousy  and  malice 
against  its  neighbours  which  is  almost  without  pre- 
cedent in  history.  Of  course  there  are,  and  always  have 
been,  a  certain  number  of  peaceable,  honest  and  humane 
people  in  Germany,  but  out  of  70  millions  their  numbers 
are  insignificant,  and  there  is  no  doubt  whatever  that 
practically  the  whole  population  was  ready  and  delighted 
Jo  profit  by  premeditated  war  by  the  unprovoked  attack 
on  Belgium,  and  that  it  was  dazzled  by  the  thought  of 
unlimited  indemnities  and  plunder.  In  a  word,  it 
cannot  plead  ignorance.  On  the  main  issue  it  has  never 
been  deluded.  There  can  be  no  doubt  whatever  that 
the  great  mass  of  the  working  classes  has  keenly  sup- 
ported the  Government  in  all  it  has  done,  has  applauded 
and  even  gloated  over  each  successive  atrocity,  over 
the  bombardments  of  Scarborough  and  Lowestoft,  the 
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sinking  of  the  Lusitania,  the  Zeppelin  and  sub- 
marine raids,  the  cruelties  and  indignities  that  have 
been  heaped  upon  British  prisoners.  Except  by  a 
minute  section  of  the  Socialist  party,  not  a  word  of 
protest  was  raised  against  these  things.  It  is  true 
that  after  nearly  three  years  of  war  the  people  have 
learnt  that  they  are  not  the  super-men  they  imagined 
themselves  to  be,  that  their  neighbours  are  not  corrupt 
or  degenerate,  and  that  war  is  not  always  a  triumphal 
procession  yielding  huge  profits — but  there  is  abso- 
lutely no  evidence  to-day  that  Germans  arc  becoming 
imbued  with  the  principles  of  universal  toleration  which 
have  so  long  influenced  France,  England  and  America. 

Again,  if  it  was  our  wish  to  take  away  purely 
German  territory,  to  make  Germans  subject  to  French- 
men, Russians,  or  Italians,  we  should  certainly  be  sowing 
the  seeds  of  a  future  war.  But  such  a  step  has  never 
been  seriously  suggested.  What  we  aim  at  is  the  free- 
ing of  Poles,  Alsatians,  Italians  and  others  from  the 
heavy  hand  of  the  Central  Powers. 

As  to  revenge  :  after  what  has  been  done,  to  treat 
Germany  as  she  has  tried  to  treat  others,  to  make  the 
punishment  fit  the  crime,  would  be  entirely  pardonable. 
But  we  do  not  seek  this.  What  we  seek  is  justice 
and  security  for  the  future.  In  Flanders  after  a  British 
advance  German  snipers  would  hide  in  the  woods  in  our 
rear  and,  after  they  had  sent  bullets  into  the  backs  of 
thirty  or  forty  of  our  men,  and  were  running  short  of 
food  or  ammunition,  would  cheerfully  give  themselves 
up,  expecting  to  be  received  with  open  arms.  '1  hey 
would  be  well  treated,  not  because  they  deserved  it,  but 
because  we  know  no  other  way  of  treating  prisoners. 
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Impudent  Pacifists  would  not  only  have  us  shake  hands 
with  the  Great  German  Sniper,  but  would  also  allow  him 
to  keep  his  ride,  to  replenish  his  stock  of  ammunition, 
and  to  return  to  his  lair  among  the  trees — trusting  only 
to  his  word  of  honour  not  to  shoot  us  in  the  back  again 
the  next  time  a  favourable  opportunity  presented  itself. 
In  ordinary  life  if  a  well-to-do  man  were  to  cut  his 
neighbour's  throat  unprovoked  for  the  sake  of  plunder, 
he  would,  if  found  guilty,  be  sentenced  to  pay  the 
penalty.  There  would  be  no  question  of  making  an 
"honourable  peace"  with  him  or  of  relying  on  his  word 
not  to  do  it  again.  It  is  not  so  much  the  desire  of 
revenge  that  impels  us  to  punish  such  a  one,  it  is  rather 
the  desire  for  security,  the  desire  to  demonstrate  to  all 
would-be  murderers  that  throat-cutting  does  not  pay 
in  this  country.  Why  then  should  we  act  differently 
because  we  have  to  deal  not  with  a  single  criminal, 
but  with  an  organized  and  powerful  gang,  because 
instead  of  a  single  victim  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
defenceless  creatures  have  been  put  to  death  ?  Those 
who  really  have  the  welfare  of  humanity  at  heart  would 
like  to  see  Germany  and  her  associates  taught  a  terrible 
lesson.  And  if  this  is  accomplished,  the  forces  of  Justice 
and  of  Progress  will  have  won  a  colossal  victory — their 
greatest  victory  since  the  death  of  Christ. 

And  it  must  follow  that  all  those  who,  however  pure 
their  motives,  work  for  an  inconclusive  peace — a  peace 
which  leaves  Germany  with  the  power  or  the  will  to  try 
again,  are  in  reality  fighting  for  the  King  of  Prussia — ■ 
are  righting  against  Britain  as  effectively,  though  not  as 
courageously,  as  Lodi  the  spy  who  met  his  end  on 
Tower  Hill. 
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IV.  What  the  Allies  Want. 

The  Allies  have  signed  a  treaty — a  compact  which  it 
is  hoped  will  not  prove  to  be  a  mere  scrap  of  paper — 
binding  themselves  to  make  no  separate  peace  with  the 
enemy.  The  objects  of  all  are  Restitution,  Reparation, 
and  Security  for  the  future  ;  but  each  Ally,  according  to 
its  national  composition  and  its  situation  on  the  map,  has 
particular  claims  to  put  forward  in  furtherance  of  these 
common  objects. 

Russia. — Germany  with  the  help  of  Austria  had 
determined  in  19 14  to  make  a  bid  for  the  mastery  of 
Europe  ;  threats  of  war,  coupled  with  a  readiness  to  use 
a  mighty  army,  were  her  weapons.  Serbia,  lying  right 
across  her  path  to  the  Balkans,  to  Asia,  to  India,  was  to 
be  the  test  case.  The  Serbs  are  Slavs  ;  so  are  the 
Russians.  Germany  intended  Russia  either  to  desert 
Serbia,  to  cringe  before  her  like  a  whipped  dog,  or  to 
fight.  The  Czar  determined  to  stand  by  Serbia,  and 
that  is  how  the  war  broke  out  in  Eastern  Europe. 

Although  Russia  has  a  population  nearly  four  times 
that  of  Great  Britain,  she  has  never,  owing  to  the  efforts 
of  her  neighbours,  succeeded  in  gaining  possession  of  an 
ice-free  port  in  Europe.  She  quite  reasonably  desired 
Constantinople  and  the  Dardanelles  as  an  outlet  ;  she 
wished  for  the  establishment  of  a  greater  Serbia,  for  an 
end  to  Teutonic  influence  in  the  Balkan  Peninsula.  She 
desires  also  the  union  of  German,  Russian,  and  Austrian 
Poles  under  an  independent  Government  and  in  alliance 
with  herself. 

At  the  present  moment,  having  thrown  off  her  old 
inefficient  and  tyrannical  form  of  government,  Russia 
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has  not  been  able  to  set  up  a  strong  parliamentary- 
system  in  its  place.  And  although  there  is  little  doubt 
that  the  country  as  a  whole  wishes  to  win  the  war 
outright  and  remain  loyal  to  the  Entente,  a  danger 
nevertheless  exists  that  extremists  with  wild  theories 
as  to  our  "Brotherhood  with  the  Hun  "  may  for  a  time 
gain  the  upper  hand.  In  such  a  case  it  would  be  our 
duty  to  safeguard  Russian  interests  and  plans  with 
regard  to  Poland,  the  Balkans,  and  Constantinople  until 
such  time  as  the  more  stable  and  far-sighted  elements  of 
the  population  again  won  control  of  Russia's  national 
policy.  Nor  must  we  forget  that  it  was  the  Russians 
who,  with  the  help  of  France,  bore  the  brunt  of  the 
fighting  for  the  first  two  years,  that  even  now  their 
line  extends  more  than  six  hundred  miles,  and  that 
they  have  lost  more  heavily  in  our  cause  than  has  any 
other  country  now  at  war. 

Serbia. — Every  one  has  heard  how  Serbia  was  com- 
pelled in  1914  either  to  fight  Austria  or  to  forfeit  her 
national  honour  and  independence,  how  the  Serbians 
and  Montenegrins  have  shown  that  man  for  man  they 
can  always  be  relied  upon  to  defeat  the  Austrians,  and 
how  it  was  only  when  attacked  by  the  Bulgars  and 
isolated  from  their  allies  that  they  were  overwhelmed 
by  superior  numbers.  Judging  from  our  knowledge  of 
Austrian  methods  in  the  past,  and  from  the  scraps  of 
information  that  have  leaked  out  during  the  last  two 
years  or  so,  we  are  obliged  to  conclude  that  the  reign 
of  terror  in  Serbia  and  in  the  neighbouring  provinces 
of  Bosnia,  Herzegovina,  Dalmatia  and  Slavonia  has 
been  complete,  and  that  the  condition  of  these  Southern 
Slavs  has  been  even  worse  than  that  of  the  Belgians 
subject  to  the  gentle  rule  of  Prussia. 
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Slavdom  can  never  be  compensated  for  the  suffering 
and  loss  of  innocent  lives  it  has  undergone  at  the  hands 
of  Austro-German  kultur  ;  but  it  does  demand  an 
indemnity  for  all  national  damage,  an  outlet  to  the  sea, 
a  permanent  release  from  the  hated  Austrian  yoke,  and 
the  reorganization  of  its  Balkan  and  South  Austrian 
peoples  under  a  national  government. 

France. — The  whole  world  has  been  moved  with 
admiration  at  the  vitality  and  at  the  courageous  spirit 
of  France.  For  two  years  and  more,  while  England 
armed,  France  has  had  to  bear  the  brunt  of  German 
fury  in  the  West.  All  she  desired  was  to  be  left  in 
peace,  and  not  even  the  Prussians,  the  most  accom- 
plished forgers  and  liars  in  Europe,  have  been  able  to 
concoct  the  smallest  evidence  of  provocation. 

In  1870  the  Germans  utterly  defeated  the  French 
and  occupied  Paris  ;  they  extorted  a  large  indemnity, 
annexed  Alsace  and  Lorraine  by  right  of  conquest,  and 
further  humiliated  their  enemies  by  having  the  King  ol 
Prussia  crowned  Emperor  of  Germany  in  the  French 
royal  palace  of  Versailles.  They  imagined  that  France 
would  be  permanently  crippled.  But  they  were  mistaken, 
for  almost  immediately  she  began  to  recover  her  strength. 
The  result  has  been  that  ever  since  then  Berlin  has 
bullied  the  French  and  threatened  them  with  another 
invasion.  And  it  is  now  generally  known  that  in  19 14 
its  intention  was  to  deal  with  France  once  and  for  all,  to 
weaken  and  mutilate  her  in  such  a  way  that  she,  once 
the  first  nation  of  Europe,  should  become  a  third-rate 
Power— a  sort  of  modern  Greece.  This  horrible  plan 
France  will  not  forget,  and  with  Britain's  help  it  shall 
not  go  unpunished. 
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Frenchmen  want  their  lost  provinces  back  ;  they  want 
to  be  secure  from  German  intrigue  in  Africa  ;  they  want 
reparation  for  the  damage  and  the  horrors  that  German 
fiends  have  inflicted  on  their  property,  their  houses  and 
their  womenfolk  in  the  North  ;  they  want  more  :  they 
want  to  take  away  the  knife  from  their  would-be 
assassin,  to  live  no  longer  under  the  shadow  of  war  and 
destruction  ;  but  to  have  as  neighbour  a  chastened  and 
comparatively poxverless  Germany.  It  must  be  England's 
privilege  to  stand  firmly  behind  France — to  right  these 
wrongs  and  to  see  that  all  her  just  claims  are  satisfied. 

In  Igium. — Massacres,  pillage,  murder,  starvation,  im- 
prisonment and  slave-driving — every  one  knows  what 
Belgium  has  suffered.  And  all  this  simply  because  she 
was  Germany's  neighbour  and  defenceless.  No  other 
reason  has  ever  been  given.  The  trustee  and  guardian 
has  robbed,  mutilated,  and  half  killed  the  child  he  had 
promised  to  protect.  No  more  terrible  crime  could  be 
imagined. 

We  in  England  will  probably  never  know  what  it  is 
to  feel  the  filthy  German  hand  upon  our  country  fields, 
our  villages  and  our  cities.  Nor  is  it  possible  in  this 
world  to  compensate  Belgium  for  a  fraction  of  what  she 
has  undergone  ;  but  one  thing  we  are  determined  on  : 
whatever  the  Allies  can  win  back  for  her  they  will- 
Whatever  she  asks  of  Germany  she  shall  have.  And 
further,  we  must  see  to  it  that  never  will  Germany 
dare  to  venture  on  such  a  thing  again  ;  once  and  for 
all  she  must  be  taught  that  in  the  twentieth  century 
such  beastliness  does  not  pay. 

Italy, — It  is  only  during  the  last  seventy  years  that 
Italy  has  gained  her  freedom  and  become  united  under 


PEACE  AND  VICTORY 


15 


a  single  king.  Previous  to  this  a  large  part  of  Northern 
Italy  was  subject  to  the  Austrian  Government  ;  Italians 
and  Austrians  are  in  fact  hereditary  enemies  and  have 
few  characteristics  in  common;  nevertheless  in  1S66 
Italy,  which  was  neither  very  strong  nor  very  united 
in  those  days,  was  driven  by  force  of  circumstances 
and  almost  at  the  pistol's  point  to  become  the  ally  of 
Germany  and  Austria.  In  191 4,  however,  when  she 
discovered  what  was  being  planned  she  spoke  with  no 
uncertain  voice — she  did  more,  she  had  the  courage  and 
faith  to  join  the  Entente  at  its  darkest  hour,  at  the  time 
of  the  great  Russian  retreat  in  191 5. 

Italians  to-day  want  to  complete  the  work  of  libera- 
tion started  by  their  national  heroes  Cavour  and 
Garibaldi,  to  set  free  their  fellow-countrymen  in  the 
unredeemed  provinces  of  Trieste  and  the  Trentino. 
They  want  also  to  establish  a  permanent  friendship  with 
England  and  France — a  friendship  which  will  insure 
them  against  future  aggression  on  the  part  of  their 
northern  neighbours.  For  more  than  two  years  Italy 
has  kept  a  large  Austrian  army  well  occupied,  she  has 
proved  herself  a  friend  in  the  hour  of  need,  and  she  can 
count  on  England  to  support  her  just  claims  and  to  help 
her  right  a  great  and  long-standing  wrong. 

Roumania. — The  position  of  the  Roumanians  is  not 
unlike  that  of  the  Italians.  For  them  this  is  above  all 
things  a  war  of  liberation.  Nearly  three  millions  of  their 
fellow-countrymen  in  Transylvania  have  for  many  years 
groaned  under  the  iron  heel  of  Hungary,  and  it  is  to 
set  free  these  unfortunates  that  our  latest  ally  in  the 
Balkans  has  drawn  the  sword.  Roumania  appears  to 
have  made  serious  military  miscalculations,  but  her  long 
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and  tortuous  frontier  line  and  her  lack  of  communication 
with  the  West  were  obstacles  to  her  success  which 
would  in  any  case  have  proved  far  from  easy  to  over- 
come. To-day,  with  more  than  half  her  territory  in  the 
clutches  of  the  invader,  her  spirit  nevertheless  remains 
unbroken,  her  faith  in  our  cause  and  in  our  power  to 
crush  Pan-Germanism  undiminished.  And  it  must  be 
the  task  of  the  Allies  to  see  that  her  faith  is  not  mis- 
placed, that  her  war  of  liberation  is  successful,  and  that 
she  is  secured  against  any  plans  for  revenge  which  may 
be  entertained  in  the  future  by  Austria  or  Bulgaria. 

America. — The  importance  of  America's  appearance 
at  this  juncture  in  the  ranks  of  the  Allies  can  hardly  be 
over-estimated.  The  assistance  which  her  ships,  her 
money,  her  supplies,  and  above  all  her  man-power  will 
afford  them  in  their  task  of  destroying  the  Germanic 
alliance  is  absolutely  invaluable.  But  her  entry  into  the 
war  has  a  significance  even  wider  than  this.  For  the 
first  time  in  history  the  two  great  English-speaking 
Commonwealths,  the  two  greatest  Powers  in  the  world, 
are  to  work  together,  are  to  undertake  active  military 
and  economic  co-operation.  In  Great  Britain  the 
resentment  against  the  United  States  which  ran  through 
the  greater  part  of  the  nineteenth  century  has  long  died 
out,  to  be  replaced  by  a  keen  desire  for  American 
friendship.  On  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic,  however, 
the  old  hostility  has  unfortunately  not  been  allowed  to 
die  a  natural  death,  and  (certainly  prior  to  August 
1 9 1 4)  there  were  many  millions  of  Americans  who  still 
regarded  Europe  in  the  light  of  a  musty  historical 
museum  with  a  kind  of  Georgian  England  as  the  chief 
exhibit.    While,  then,  we  cannot  flatter  ourselves  that 
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it  was  love  of  us  which  induced  the  great  Republic  to 
draw  the  sword,  we  may  at  least  venture  to  hope  that 
the  consciousness  that  we  are  both  struggling  in  the 
same  great  cause  will  be  enough  to  remove  certain  old 
mutual  misconceptions  and  pave  the  way  towards  a  closer 
understanding  in  the  future  and  further  co-operation 
after  the  war. 

It  was  primarily  Germany's  persistent  and  wanton 
attacks  on  their  undoubted  rights  upon  the  high  seas 
which  compelled  the  United  States  to  throw  off  the 
stifling  cloak  of  neutrality,  but  detestation  of  German 
ambition  and  German  methods,  together  with  a  lively 
sympathy  for  Belgium  and  France,  have  of  course  done 
much  to  strengthen  this  resolution,  and  America  can  be 
relied  upon  to  continue  the  struggle  with  all  her  might 
at  least  until  the  Central  Powers  have  greatly  lowered 
their  tone,  and  until  the  invaded  countries  of  the  West 
have  been  restored  and  compensated.     On  the  other 
hand,  she  has  not  as  yet  bound  herself  by  any  Agree- 
ment not  to  make  a  separate  peace  with  Germany,  nor 
has  she  at  present  more  than  a  very  limited  knowledge 
of  or  interest  in  the  Balkan  Peninsula  and  Asia  Minor. 
And  for  these  reasons  the  duty  of  fighting  on  until  the 
necessary  rearrangement  of  the  map  has  been  imposed 
upon  Turkey,  Austria  and  Germany  in  the  East  as  well 
as  in  the  West  falls  all  the  more  upon  the  shoulders  of 
England  and  France. 

V.  British  Peace  Terms. 

Great  Britain  has  always  been  moderate  in  victory, 
and  the  demands  which  the  Empire  will  make  will  not 
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be  large.  Compensation  for  British  citizens  illegally- 
killed  or  injured  ;  the  replacing  of  British  ships  sunk 
contrary  to  international  law ;  and  the  retention  of 
certain  islands  in  the  Pacific  by  Australia,  of  certain 
territories  in  Africa  by  the  Union,  and  of  Mesopotamia 
as  a  British  protectorate  should  all  appear  as  items  in 
the  final  settlement.  These  things  are  owing  to  us,  but 
in  comparison  with  the  sacrifices  undergone  and  with 
the  claims  that  we  shall  support  on  behalf  of  our  friends 
and  Allies,  they  are  small  indeed.  There  are  no  men 
of  British  race  to  be  set  free.  Except  in  the  wilds  of 
Africa  and  indirectly  in  Asia,  threats  of  German  invasion 
could  not  greatly  disturb  us.  Materially  Britain  has 
less  to  gain  than  any  member  of  the  Entente.  She 
is  able  in  consequence  to  take  a  broader  and  more 
detached  view  than  perhaps  any  nation  now  at  war 
and  in  possession  of  the  requisite  knowledge  of 
European  affairs.  Already  as  a  sort  of  Chairman  of 
the  Allies  Committee  she  has — by  arranging  the  famous 
No  Separate  Peace  Treaty  between  the  Allies — done 
much  to  forestall  and  upset  German  plans  and  intrigues. 
In  the  same  way  she  will  be  able  when  the  time  comes 
to  co-ordinate,  to  lump  together  into  a  single  reckoning, 
the  several  demands  of  the  Allied  nations,  and  to  weigh 
their  probable  effect  as  a  compact  whole  on  the  future 
of  world  politics. 

In  England  or  France  the  law  of  the  nation  is  stronor 
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because  it  rests  not  only  upon  public  opinion  but  is  also 
reinforced  by  police,  magistrates,  law  courts,  and  the 
armed  forces  of  the  realm.  International  law  and  inter- 
national covenants  occupy  a  far  less  stable  and  well- 
assured  position ;   for  while  they  have  been  evolved 


PEACE  AND  VICTORY 


lit 


gradually  in  the  course  of  time  with  a  view  to  putting 
an  end  to  raids  and  piracy  and  in  the  hopes  of  rendering 
war  less  frequent  and  less  terrible,  yet  they  are  sup- 
ported by  no  armed  police  force,  and  in  fact  rely  upon 
nothing  more  substantial  than  that  decent  respect  for 
justice  and  humanity  and  for  solemn  promises  made 
which  the  world  at  large  undoubtedly  possesses.  But 
this  very  outward  weakness  makes  it  all  the  more  vital 
that  such  international  agreements  should  be  jealously 
guarded,  and  that  any  flagrant  or  long-continued  con- 
tempt for  them  should  be  swiftly  and  severely  punished 
by  the  world  at  large.  Germany  has  shown  this  con- 
tempt. Just  as  with  malice  aforethought  she  has  tried 
to  wreck  and  defile  Bapaume  and  Rheims  Cathedral,  so 
has  she  tried  to  wreck  and  defile  that  public  law  and 
morality  which  it  has  taken  three  centuries  and  more  to 
build  up.  If  she  is  not  punished  in  a  fitting  manner, 
then  a  dangerous  and  evil  example  would  be  set  up  for 
all  men  to  mark  in  future  years ;  and,  indeed,  were 
Britain  to  allow  false  and  hypocritical  sentiment  to  stay 
her  hand  in  the  work  she  has  undertaken  she  would 
almost  deserve  to  have  another  great  struggle — another 
race  for  armaments — forced  upon  her  in  ten,  fifteen,  or 
twenty  years'  time. 

Three  years  of  war  are  showing  us  the  root  of  the 
evil,  are  showing  us  how  it  is  that  Germany  has  been 
able  to  do  these  things.  We  see  her  one  of  the  greatest 
and  most  powerful  nations  of  Europe,  with  two  lusty 
henchmen,  Austria  and  Turkey,  in  attendance,  working 
and  living  on  a  certain  theory  of  life,  a  theory  by  which 
every  national  institution  from  infant  school  to  church 
and  university,  every  form  of  national  activity  from 
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shipping  and  railway  construction  to  finance,  journalism 
and  colonial  enterprise,  is  organized  for  a  single  purpose 
— for  strength  in  time  of  war.  Under  this  great  system 
every  child  belongs  to  the  State  and  must  be  taught 
that  his  Fatherland  is  the  strongest  and  most  wonderful 
in  the  world ;  that  peace  is  nothing  but  a  period  in 
which  to  prepare  for  war ;  that  aggressive  warfare  is  the 
wisest  and  most  splendid  of  all  investments  ;  that  treaties 
and  international  law  are  merely  convenient  forms  made 
to  bind  sentimental  and  old-fashioned  enemies ;  and 
lastly,  that  conquered  peoples,  whether  black,  brown,  or 
white,  possess  no  definite  rights  at  all,  and  have  only 
been  put  into  the  world  as  useful  instruments  in  the 
hands  of  a  superior  and  specially  appointed  race.  Now 
all  this  may  seem  strange  to  us.  Nevertheless  it  has 
become  the  religion  of  Prussia  and  has  been  adopted  by 
all  Germany.  For  want  of  a  better  word  it  has  been 
called  Militarism.  Mr.  Lloyd  George,  Mr.  Balfour, 
Mr.  Asquith,  Mr.  Bonar  Law.  and  many  others  have 
repeatedly  affirmed  that  our  object  in  this  war  is  to 
destroy  Prussian  Militarism,  and  indeed  it  does  appear 
self-evident  that  there  can  be  no  truce,  no  compromise, 
no  negotiation  between  German  ideals  and  British  ideals. 
Our  principles  of  live  and  let  live  can  no  more  exist  in 
the  same  world  with  Prussian  Militarism  than  a  man  can 
live  in  the  same  room  with  a  rattlesnake.  One  or  the 
other  must  be  killed  outright. 

Now  to  burst  this  rotten  e2f£  of  Militarism  so  that  the 
stench  of  it  may  gradually  penetrate  to  the  nostrils  of 
even  unimaginative  Germans  will  be  no  easy  task. 
Victory  will  have  to  be  overwhelming  and  dramatic,  if  it 
is  to  begin  to  drive  out  a  religion,  an  obsession  from  the 
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heads  of  seventy  millions.     And  so  the  Allies  must 
"  not  draw  rein  "  until  Germany  has  been  invaded,  Merlin 
occupied,  and  the  whole  country  is  at  their  mercy.  This 
must  be  the  first  step.    But  a  great  nation  does  not  In  a 
few  months  throw  off  the  ideals  of  half  a  century  and 
more ;  defeat  in  one  war  does  not  necessarily  take  away 
the  power  and  the  will  to  strike  again  in  order  to  retrieve 
what  has  been  lost.    Nor  should  we  be  ready  yet  awhile 
to  trust  the  peace  of  Europe  to  the  word  of  Berlin.  The 
Allies  will  not  interfere  with  the  form  of  government 
Germany  chooses  for  herself;  but  there  is  little  doubt 
that  were  she  to  assume  true  parliamentary  government 
they  would  be  inclined  to  trust  her  sooner  than  if  she 
remained  under  the  present  regime.    In  any  case  the 
Prussian  eagle  must  have  its  claws  cut  very  short  at  the 
Peace  which  the  Allies  dictate ;  in  any  case  a  few  years 
must  elapse— time  for  Germany  to  come  to  her  senses 
and  realize  perhaps  the  enormity  of  her  error— before 
Britain  and  France  can  allow  themselves  to  be  convinced 
of  her  good  intentions,  can  give  her  the  benefit  of  the 
tariff  privileges  that  others  enjoy,  or  can  leave  her  free 
to  acquire  colonies  in  Africa,  South  America,  or  else- 
where.   And  this  weakening  of  Germany  must  be  the 
second  great  objective.    Further  Germany,  Austria  and 
Turkey  have   shown  themselves  incapable   of  ruling 
subject  races— African  negroes,  Alsatians,  Poles,  Czechs, 
Slavs,  Italians,  Roumanians,  Armenians  and  Arabs— it 
is   everywhere   the   same  story  of  oppression.  Let 
German  rule   German,  Austrian  Austrian,  and  Turk 
Turk,  but  let  no  men  of  alien  race  be  entrusted  to  any 
one  of  these  three  Powers.    This,  the  general  liberation, 
must  be  the  third  great  objective  of  the  Entente. 
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It  is  evident  that  the  British  public  cannot  decide 
exactly  where  new  frontiers  are  to  run,  what  indemnities 
are  to  be  paid,  and  what  new  governments  and  pro- 
vinces set  up  :  such  decisions  must  be  left  to  those  that 
have  the  necessary  knowledge.  But  it  can  and  must 
concern  itself  with  the  disarming  and  teaching  of  this 
Prussian  bird  and  with  the  general  liberation  which  its 
defeat  will  render  possible.  And  any  peace  that  fell 
short  of  these  great  objectives  would  leave  the  work 
half  done— would  one  day  show  itself  to  have  been  a 
failure. 

It  only  remains,  then,  to  gather  together  the  threads 
of  this  argument  and  to  note  how,  by  obtaining  satisfac- 
tion for  individual  claims— provided  they  are  properly 
co-ordinated  and  taken  as  a  whole— we  should  at  the 
same  time  be  fulfilling  the  main  task  which  civilization 
has  laid  upon  itself.  By  compelling  Germany  and 
Austria  to  replace  the  ships  they  have  sunk  contrary 
to  international  law,  by  forcing  them  to  pay  a  cash 
compensation  to  Belgium,  France  and  Serbia,  in  addi- 
tion to  meeting  the  interest  on  their  own  war  loans,  the 
Allies  would  be  making  it  very  difficult  for  them  to  find 
the  credit  or  the  money  with  which  to  start  a  fresh  war. 
By  taking  away  the  old  trading  privileges  formerly 
granted  to  the  Central  Powers  and  by  readjusting 
tariffs  in  accordance  with  the  principles  laid  down  at 
the  Paris  Conference,  they  would  be.  making  the  old 
German  policy  of  spying  and  peaceful  penetration  far 
from  easy  to  carry  out.  By  recovering  Belgium,  by 
detaching  Alsace- Lorraine  with  its  rich  mineral  deposits, 
by  pushing  forward  the  Italian  frontier  till  it  coincided 
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with  the  principle  of   nationality,    and  by  bestowing 
national  self-government  on  Poles,  Czechs  and  Rou- 
manians, many  a  wrong  would  be  righted,  and  real 
guarantees  would  at  the  same  time  be  erected  against 
German  sword- rattling  and  aggression.    By  insisting  on 
the  occupation  of  Constantinople  and  on  the  reconstruc- 
tion of  a  greater  Serbia,  the  Allies  would  be  creating  a 
firm  barrier  against  German  designs  in  the  East  and 
in  the  Balkan  Peninsula.    By  taking  away  Armenia, 
Palestine,  Arabia,    and    Mesopotamia  they  would  be 
putting  a  stop  to  what  Mr.  Balfour  calls  the  "bloody 
tyranny  of  the  Turk,"  and  at  the  same  time  be  nipping 
in  the  bud  any  schemes  which  may  have  been  devised 
for  turning  Turkey  and  Persia  into  Prussian  colonies  or 
eventually  penetrating  to  British  India.    By  refusing  to 
restore  to  Germany  her  colonies  in  Africa  and  else- 
where all  projects  for  the  piling  up  of  arms,  building 
of  strategic  railways  and  stirring  up  disaffection  among 
natives  would  be  brought  to  naught.    In  a  word,  by 
procuring  Restitution,  Reparation,  and  Security  for  each, 
the  Entente  will  at  the  same  time  be  assuring  peace  and 
safety  to  all. 

Britain,  as  the  kernel  of  the  alliance  against  Germany, 
and  as  the  representative  of  more  than  400  millions  of 
her  own  peoples,  has  a  mighty  responsibility  imposed 
upon  her.  Let  her  set  the  example  and  be  ready  to 
endure  all  things,  to  give  up  half  her  substance,  to  live 
on  rice  and  black  bread,  if  need  be,  rather  than  let  it  be 
known  in  days  to  come  that  her  best  men  gave  their 
lives  for  a  cause  which  the  remainder  had  not  the  true 
vision  and  courage  to  see  to  its  fitting  conclusion. 

One  thing  is  certain  :  that  the  British  race  through 
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circumstance,  through  climate,  through  geographical 
position,  has  been  given  advantages  and  opportunities 
the  like  of  which  have  been  enjoyed  by  no  other  race 
since  the  dawn  of  history,  and  that  hitherto  it  has  on  the 
whole  made  a  good  and  wise  use  of  those  opportunities. 
One  can  only  hope  that  in  these  years  of  1917  and  1918 
- — years  that  look  like  becoming  a  fitting  culmination  to 
seven  centuries  of  unrivalled  achievement  and  develop- 
ment— the  Empire  may  not  flinch  or  give  way  to  false 
sentimentality,  but  may  enter  on  a  new  lease  of  life,  a 
new  period  of  even  greater  usefulness  to  itself  and  to 
mankind. 
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